
Pentecost 
May 24, 2026; 9 a.m.   

   
 

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude 

 (Acolytes light the candles) 

Linda Ranney 

Confession and Forgiveness (please stand) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 

have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 

uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
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power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 

faith. 
Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn 

ELW #394; Hail Thee Festival Day, vs. 1, 2 (Pentecost) 

 

Refrain 

 Hail thee, festival day!  
Blest day to be hallowed forever; 

 day when our Lord was raised,  

breaking the kingdom of death. 

 

1 Bright and in likeness of fire,  

on those who await his appearing, 

 he whom the Lord had foretold  

suddenly, swiftly descends:  Refrain 

 

2 Daily the loveliness grows,  

adorned with the glory of blossom; 

 heaven its gates now unbars,  

flinging its increase of light:  Refrain 
 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Canticle of Praise 

ACS Setting 12 – Glory to You vs. 1, 3 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by 

sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we 

may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, 

through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Reading: Acts 2:1-21 (please sit) 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 

place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

  5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
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because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 

each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 

and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, 

“They are filled with new wine.” 

 

  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 

to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 

o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 

 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are 

varieties of services but the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, 

but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given 

the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through 

the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 

gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, 
to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are 

activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just 

as the Spirit chooses. 

 

  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 

of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one 

Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and 

we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Time 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) 

ACS Setting 12 
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Gospel: John 20:19-23 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 

were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 

to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon (please sit)  

 Rev. Valerian Ahles 

Hymn of the Day (please stand) 

ACS #943; As The Wind Song 

 

1 As the wind song through the trees, 

 as the stirring of the breeze, 

 so it is with the Spirit of God, 

 as the heart made strangely warm, 
 as the voice within the storm, 

 so it is with the Spirit of God. 

 Never seen, ever known where this wind has blown 

 bringing life, bringing pow'r to the world, 

 as the dancing tongues of fire, 

 as the soul's most deep desire, 

 so it is with the Spirit of God. 
 

2 As the rainbow after rain, 

 as the hope that's born again, 

 so it is with the Spirit of God, 

 as the green in the spring, 
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 as a kite on a string, 

 so it is with the Spirit of God, 
 making worlds that are new, 

 making peace come true, 

 bringing gifts, bringing love to the world, 

 as the rising of the yeast, 

 as the wine at the feast, 

 so it is with the Spirit of God. 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Petition:  

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 

Offering (please sit) 

(Ushers take up the collection) 

 

God of Grace and God of Glory by David Cherwien 
St. John’s Choir 

Offertory (please stand) 

(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive) 

ELW #401; Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading, vs. 1, 3 
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1 Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading, 

 fashion us all anew. 
 It's your leading that we're needing, 

 help us to follow you. 

 

Refrain 

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

3 Guide our thinking and our speaking 

 done in your holy name. 

 Motivate all in their seeking, 

 freeing from guilt and shame.  Refrain 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Proper Preface 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Table 

(Acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite 

assembly by pew. Greeters will guide those wishing to receive at the altar: stop at 

credence table for a cup, then walk up side steps into the chancel) 

 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
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Lamb of God 

 

Communion Hymn 

ELW #405; O Spirit of Life 

 
1 O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, 

 in ev'ry need you bring us aid, 

 proceeding forth from heaven's throne, 

 from God, the Father and the Son; 

 O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. 

 

2 O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, 

 increase our faith in our dear Lord; 

 unless your grace the power should give, 

 none can believe in Christ and live; 

 O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. 

 

3 O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, 

 make us to love your sacred word; 
 the holy flame of love impart, 

 that charity may warm each heart; 

 O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. 

 

4 O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, 

 enlighten us by that same word; 
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 teach us to know God's radiant love, 

 lead us to Christ who reigns above; 
 O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. 

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

Let us pray.  Holy One, 

through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Benediction 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

(Acolytes extinguish the candles) 

ELW #627; O Day Full of Grace, vs. 1, 4, 5 

 

1 O day full of grace that now we see 

 appearing on earth's horizon, 

 bring light from our God that we may be 

 abundant in joy this season. 
 God, shine for us now in this dark place; 

 your name on our hearts emblazon. 

 

4 God came to us then at Pentecost, 

 the Spirit new life revealing, 

 that we might no more in death be lost, 

 its pow'r over us dispelling. 
 This flame will the mark of sin efface 



      

12 

 and bring to us all true healing. 

 
5 When we on that final journey go 

 that Christ is for us preparing, 

 we'll gather in song, our hearts aglow, 

 all joy of the heavens sharing, 

 and there we will join God's endless praise, 

 with angels and saints adoring. 

Sending 

Go in peace.  Praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

Postlude 

Linda Ranney 

Altar Flowers 

Thank you for being my partner in crime. I'm thankful we still have many 

more capers to solve. Happy Birthday, Robin! Love ya lots, Nance 

Chancel Flowers 

In Loving Memory of Richard Erickson by Penny Erickson 

Serving at Worship Today 

Presider Rev. Valerian Ahles 
Assistant Cora Klawiter 

Lector  Brandi Fuchs 
Acolytes Emory Hanson, Emerson Paplow 
Ushers Doug Hayes, Mike Torud 

Greeters Jeff Putnam, Larry Krause 
Communion Servers Cheryl Stage, Cheryl Mattison, Patti Sontag, Mark 

Sontag 
Media & Streaming Scott Olsen 

Screen Operator Brett Isaacson  
Musicians Linda Ranney, piano/organ; Mark Lundin, Director 

of Music; St. John’s Choir  
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