Seventh Sunday of Easter & G St John's

May 17. 2026 9 a.m. Lutheran Church
(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.)

Welcome and Announcements

An

JuBellation recital tomorrow 6:30 p.m. &

Prelude
(Acolytes light the candles)

[ Will Call Upon the Lord
JuBellation Handbell Choir

Confession and Forgiveness (please stand)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(silence is kept for reflection)

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name
of F Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with

power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn
WOV #748; Bind Us Together

Refrain:

Bind us together, Lord;

Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken.
Bind us together, Lord,

Bind us together, Lord;

Bind us together in love.

There is only one God, there is only one King.
There is only one Body, that is why we can sing. (Refrain)

You are the family of God. You are the promise divine.
You are God’s chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine. (Refrain)

Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Canticle of Praise
ACS Setting 12 - Glory to You vs. 1, 3
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and
ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in
suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful
presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Reading: Acts 1:6-14 (please sit)

¢ When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.” ® When he had said this, as they were watching, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 19 While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes



stood by them. 1 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the
city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John,
and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these
were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women,
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be
glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 1 If you are reviled for the
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit
of God, is resting on you.

5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he
may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for
you. & Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. ? Resist him, steadfast in
your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 19 And after you have suffered for a
little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him
be the power forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



Graduation Milestone

Gospel Acclamation (please stand)
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Gospel: John 17:1-11

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 17th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may
glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal
life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 41
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. > So now,
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your
presence before the world existed.

6“ have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received
them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that you
sent me. ? [ am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine
are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now [
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they
may be one, as we are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.



Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon (please sit)

Pastor Christine Emerson

Hymn of the Day (please stand)
ELW #403; Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song

1

Like the murmur of the dove's song,
like the challenge of her flight,

like the vigor of the wind's rush,
like the new flame's eager might:
come, Holy Spirit, come.

To the members of Christ's body,
to the branches of the vine,

to the church in faith assembled,
to our midst as gift and sign:
come, Holy Spirit, come.

With the healing of division,

with the ceaseless voice of prayer,
with the power to love and witness,
with the peace beyond compare:
come, Holy Spirit, come.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life

everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the People

Petition:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you.

Offering (please sit)
(Ushers take up the collection)

Linda Ranney, organ

Offertory (please stand)

(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive)

ELW #207; Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

Thankful hearts and voices raise;
tell ev'ryone what God has done.

Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice

and bear the name of Christ.
Send us with your promises
and lead your people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Offertory Prayer
Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.



Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time



of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Table

(Acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite
assembly by pew. Greeters will guide those wishing to receive at the altar: stop at
credence table for a cup, then walk up side steps into the chancel)

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn

ELW #470; Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether

1 Draw us in the Spirit's tether,
for when humbly in your name
two or three are met together,
you are in the midst of them.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Touch we now your garment's hem.

2 As disciples used to gather
in the name of Christ to sup,
then with thanks to God the giver
break the bread and bless the cup,



Alleluia! Alleluia!
so now bind our friendship up.

3 All our meals and all our living
make as sacraments of you,
that by caring, helping, giving,
we may be disciples true.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

We will serve with faith anew.

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

Let us pray. Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Benediction

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn
(Acolytes extinguish the candles)
ACS #1043; Spirit, Open My Heart
Refrain
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.

As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving.
Spirit, open my heart.

1 God, replace my stony heart

10



with a heart that's kind and tender.
All my coldness and fear
to your grace | now surrender. Refrain

2 Write your love upon my heart
as my law, my goal, my story.
In each thought, word, and deed,
may my living bring you glory. Refrain

3 May I weep with those who weep;
share the joy of friend and neighbor.
As I live from day to day,
love will be my finest labor. Refrain

Sending

Go in peace. Praise the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Linda Ranney

Altar Flowers

Debbie & Mikey, even though you're in God's tender care, we still miss both of
you. See you soon. Love ya lots. Love Nance & Jeff Putnam

Serving at Worship Today

Presider Pr. Christine Emerson
Assistant Jean Jirovec
Lector Pam Sorebo
Acolytes Hadley Wolfe, Cassidy Frank
Ushers Bryan Sedlander, Randy Lundblad
Greeters Dramus Peuse, Glenn Eakright

Communion Servers

Diana Hogenson, Kathy Freitag, Cora Klawiter, Julie
Hallum

Media & Streaming  Lydia Elko
Screen Operator Lois Mai
Musicians Linda Ranney, piano/organ; Mark Lundin, Director
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