
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 10, 2026; 9 a.m.   

   
 

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude 

 (Acolytes light the candles) 

Linda Ranney 

Confession and Forgiveness (please stand) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 

have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 

uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
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power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 

faith. 
Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn 

ELW #863; My God How Wonderful Thou Art, vs. 1-4 

 

1 My God, how wonderful thou art, 

 thy majesty how bright! 
 How beautiful thy mercy seat 

 in depths of burning light! 

 

2 How wonderful, how beautiful 

 the sight of thee must be-- 

 thine endless wisdom, boundless pow'r, 

 and awesome purity! 

 

3 No earthly father loves like thee; 

 no mother, e'er so mild, 

 bears and forbears as thou hast done 

 with me, thy sinful child. 

 
4 Yet I may love thee too, O Lord, 

 almighty as thou art, 

 for thou hast stooped to ask of me 

 the love of my poor heart. 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

 

Canticle of Praise 

ACS Setting 12 – Glory to You vs. 1, 3 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 

heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your 

children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Reading: Acts 17:22-31 (please sit) 

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 

extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and 

looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 

unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and 

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 

made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
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things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, 

and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps 

fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one 

of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of 

your own poets have said, 

 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 

mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on 

which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 

appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 

dead.” 

 
Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22  

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if 

you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they 

fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 

accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. 

Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse 

you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to 

suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing 

evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but 

made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to 

the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited 

patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 

that is, eight lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this 

prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with 
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
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Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Time 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) 

ACS Setting 12 

 
 

Gospel: John 14:15-21 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 

Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him 

because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 
live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I 

in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who 

love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon (please sit)  

 “Alone no More” Pastor Christine Emerson 
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Hymn of the Day (please stand) 

ELW #397; Loving Spirit, vs. 1, 2, 5 
 

1 Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 

 you have chosen me to be 

 you have drawn me to your wonder, 

 you have set your sign on me. 

 

2 Like a mother you enfold me, 
 hold my life within your own, 

 feed me with your very body, 

 form me of your flesh and bone. 

 

5 Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 

 you have chosen me to be— 

 you have drawn me to your wonder, 

 you have set your sign on me. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Petition:  

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 
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Offering (please sit) 

(Ushers take up the collection) 
 

As a Mother Comforts Her Child by Brian Wentzel 

St. John’s Choir 

Offertory (please stand) 

(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive) 

ELW #207; Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 

 

 Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

 tell ev'ryone what God has done. 

 Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice 

 and bear the name of Christ. 

 Send us with your promises 

 and lead your people forth in joy 

 with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Offertory Prayer 

Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Proper Preface 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Table 

(Acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite 

assembly by pew. Greeters will guide those wishing to receive at the altar: stop at 

credence table for a cup, then walk up side steps into the chancel) 

 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
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Lamb of God 

 

Communion Hymn 

ELW #781; Children of the Heavenly Father 

 
1 Children of the heav'nly Father 

 safely in his bosom gather; 

 nestling bird nor star in heaven 

 such a refuge e'er was given. 

 

2 God his own doth tend and nourish, 

 in his holy courts they flourish. 

 From all evil things he spares them, 

 in his mighty arms he bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

 from the Lord his children sever; 

 unto them his grace he showeth, 

 and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 

4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 

 God his children ne'er forsaketh; 

 his the loving purpose solely 

 to preserve them pure and holy. 
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Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. Amen. 

Let us pray.  Holy One, 

through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Benediction 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

(Acolytes extinguish the candles) 

ELW #822; Oh, Sing to the Lord, vs. 1 (Choir: Spanish), All: 1-3 

 

Choir: 
1  Cantad al Sen or un ca ntico nuevo. 

 Cantad al Sen or un ca ntico nuevo. 

 Cantad al Sen or un ca ntico nuevo. 

 ¡Cantad al Sen or, cantad al Sen or! 

 

All: 

1 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song. 

 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God. 

 

2 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 

 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders. 
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 Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.  

Sending 

Go in peace.  Praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 

Linda Ranney 

Altar Flowers 

IMO our mothers, Marion Hahn and Evelyn Kaatz,by Dick & Sue Schultz 

Chancel Flowers 

In Memory of Joanne Emerson by Pastor Christine 

Serving at Worship Today 

Presider Pr. Christine Emerson  
Assistant Eric Nielsen 
Lector  Ruth Lundblad 
Acolytes Braham Gintner, Morley Gintner 
Ushers Larry Schaefer, Randy Lundblad 
Greeters Norb Kirk, Larry Krause 

Communion Servers Tim Lincoln, Cindy Komornick, Cora Klawiter, Penny 
Erickson 

Media & Streaming Scott Olson 
Screen Operator Brett Issacson 

Musicians Linda Ranney, piano/organ; Mark Lundin, Director 
of Music, St. John’s Choir; Paul Klomstad, guitar; 
Frank Larrabee, recorder 
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