5th Sunday after Epiphany & G St John's
February 8, 2026; 9 a.m. Lutheran Church

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.)

Welcome and Announcements

Announcement - Annual Meeting Reminder February 22

Prelude
(Acolytes light the candles)

Linda Ranney

Confession and Forgiveness

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community;,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.



The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in *F Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn
ELW #553; Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies

1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true and only light,
Sun of righteousness, arise,
triumph o'er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day's return,
till thy mercy's beams I see,
till they inward light impart,
glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

3 Visit then this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, radiancy divine,
scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.



Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Kyrie
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Canticle of Praise

Gloria From ELW Setting 6; vs. 1, 3 (Assembly sings refrains)
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all
who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and
give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord.
Amen.

Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a (please sit)

1Shout out; do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
2Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments;
they want God on their side.
3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day




and oppress all your workers.
*You fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
5[s such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
[s it to bow down the head like a bulrush
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?

6Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you;
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
%2 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the
testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came
to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. ¢ My speech and my
proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a



demonstration of the Spirit and of power, > so that your faith might rest not on
human wisdom but on the power of God.

6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of
this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak
God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our
glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had,
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. ? But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the human heart conceived,

what God has prepared for those who love him”"—
10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly human except
the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly
God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the
world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God. 13 And we speak of these things in words not taught by
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those
who are spiritual.

14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God'’s Spirit, for they
are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they
are spiritually discerned. 1> Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they
are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.

16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord

so as to instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Time
ELW #677; This Little Light of Mine

Gospel Acclamation (please stand)

From ELW Setting 6 (choir sings first, then assembly joins)
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Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5t Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out
and trampled under foot.

14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be
hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather,
they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 1¢ In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until
all is accomplished. 1° Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon (please sit)
“Made of Salty Stuff” Pastor Christine Emerson



Hymn of the Day (please stand)
ACS #914; Jesus, The Light of the World vs. 1, 2, 4

1 Hark! the herald angels sing, Jesus, the Light of the world;
"Glory to the newborn king," Jesus, the Light of the world.

Refrain
We'll walk in the light, beautiful light,
come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the Light of the world.

2 Joyful, all you nations, rise; Jesus, the Light of the world;
join the triumph of the skies; Jesus, the Light of the world. Refrain

4 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Jesus, the Light of the world;
Hail the Sun of righteousness! Jesus, the Light of the world. Refrain

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Petition:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always!



And also with you.

Offering
(Ushers take up the collection)
O Lord of Light Who Made the Stars by Daniel Schwandt
St. John's Choir

Offertory (please stand)
(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive)

ELW #445; Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters vs. 1, 3
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all its snares,
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Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard

10



what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

11



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Table

(Acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite
assembly by pew. Greeters will guide those wishing to receive at the altar: stop at
credence table for a cup, then walk up side steps into the chancel)

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

Lamb of God
From ACS Setting 12
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Hymn
ELW #712; Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (set to HOLY MANNA ELW461)

1 Lord, whose love in humble service
bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken,
worked your mercy's perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship
not of voice alone, but heart;
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consecrating to your purpose
ev'ry gift which you impart.

2 Still your children wander homeless;
still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom;
still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion
healed the sick and freed the soul,
by your Spirit send your power
to our world to make it whole.

3 As we worship, grant us vision,
till your love's revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness
dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens
your compassion bids us bear,
stirring us to ardent service,
your abundant life to share.

4 Called by worship to your service,
forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged,
love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort,
counsel, aid and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom
may your mercy know and live.

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

Let us pray. Radiant God,
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood
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you have drawn us to your heart.

Send us from this table with delight,

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Benediction

May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

++ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn
(Acolytes extinguish the candles)

ELW #866; Siyahamba
We are Marching, Serving, Loving

Sending

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Linda Ranney

Altar Flowers

In Honor of our 56t Wedding Anniversary on February 7t by Lynn & Jean
Yolitz

Chancel Flowers

In Memory of Don Barnes by Gloria Barnes

Serving at Worship Today

Presider Pastor Christine Emerson
Assistant Eric Nielsen
Lector Linda LaFave
Acolytes Jack Schank, Liam Schank
Ushers Bryan Sedlander, Sam Pederson
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Greeters

Dramus Peuse, Larry Schaefer

Communion Servers

Kathy Freitag, Penny Erickson, Cindy Komornick,
Julie Kersten

Media & Streaming  Scott Olsen
Screen Operator Brett [ssacson
Musicians Linda Ranney, piano/organ; Mark Lundin, Director
of Music; St. John’s Choir
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