
First Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025; 9 a.m.   

   
 

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude 

 (Acolytes light the candles) 

 Linda Ranney 

Gathering Litany 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins.) 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

alive in the world, 

reviving creation, 

arriving soon. 

Amen. 

 

We live in a world that trades in isolation and comparison, competition and 

fear. 

We are waiting for the One who will turn the world around, causing us to 

live in connection and compassion, mutual support and liberation. 

 

We live in a world that races for money and success, that worships busyness 

and productivity, that hoards and consumes. 

We are waiting for the One who will turn the world around so we will 
know that there is enough and that we are enough, so we can be still and 

rest. 

 

We live in a world that tries to hide from death by pursuing eternal youth. 

We are waiting for the One who will turn the world around and bring 

new life from places we would call dead and worthless.  

 

We live in a world that is broken and hurting. 
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We are waiting for the One who will turn the world around to heal and 

comfort all people. 
 

God, restore our hope in this time of watching and waiting. Give us a spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and reverent 

trembling in your presence. Reveal to us that our stories are woven together, 

that we will be healed and whole when all people are fed and free. Gather us 

together in the shelter of your righteousness. 

Amen. 

Gathering Hymn (please stand)  

ELW #240; Light One Candle vs. 1 

 

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

God fulfills the promise. 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Kyrie 

‘Kyrie’ from Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen 
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 P:       For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the        

strength to live your word . . . (to refrain) 

 

 

Canticle of Praise 

‘Now The Feast’ vs. 1, 3  from Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and 

enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5  (please sit) 

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 2 In days to come 

  the mountain of the Lord’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob, 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 

  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

 4 He shall judge between the nations 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5 O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 
 in the light of the Lord! 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading: Psalm 25 (read responsively) 

1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 

nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 

rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O Lord, 

and teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in 

you have I trusted all the day long. 
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6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from 

everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me 

according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, 

O Lord. 
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in 

your way.  
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 

to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
11For your name’s sake, O Lord, forgive my sin, for it is great. 
12Who are they who fear the Lord? 

You will teach them the way that they should choose. 
13They shall dwell in prosperity, 

and their offspring shall inherit the land. 
14You, Lord, are a friend to those who fear you, 

and will show them your covenant. 
15My eyes are ever looking to you, O Lord, 

for you will pluck my feet out of the net. 
16Turn to me and have pity on me, 

for I am left alone and in misery. 
17The sorrows of my heart have increased; 

bring me out of my troubles. 
18Look upon my adversity and misery 

and forgive me all my sin. 
19Look upon my enemies, for they are many, 

and they bear a violent hatred against me. 
20Protect my life and deliver me; 

let me not be put to shame, for I have trusted in you. 
21Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, 

for my hope has been in you. 
22Deliver Israel, O God, 

out of all its troubles. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Time 

 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) 

‘Alleluia’ from Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen 

 

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither 

the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of 

Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before 

the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood 

came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be 

left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one 

will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your 

Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in 

what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be 

ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon (please sit)  

An Impossible Dream?  -- Rev. Eric Nielsen 

Hymn of the Day (please stand) 

ELW #254; Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

2 Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

Petition: God of grace, receive our prayer. 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 

Offering 

(Ushers take up the collection) 

Lost in the Night by Kyle Haugen 

St. John’s Choir 

Offertory (please stand) 

(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive) 

ELW #253; He Came Down vs. 1, 3 

 

1 He came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 
he came down that we may have love; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

3 He came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; 

hallelujah forevermore. 
 

Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. Nourishing God, 

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 

that we may rejoice and be for the world 

signs of your kingdom come. 

Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 

Proper Preface 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Table 

(Acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite 

assembly by pew. Greeters will guide those wishing to receive at the altar: stop at 

credence table for a cup, then walk up side steps into the chancel) 

Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 

Lamb of God 
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Communion Hymn 

ELW #483 Here is Bread 

 

1 Here is bread, here is wine, 

 Christ is with us, He is with us. 

 Break the bread, drink the wine, 
 Christ is with us here. 

 

Refrain 

In this bread there is healing, 

 in this cup there's life forever. 

 In this moment, by the Spirit, 

 Christ is with us here. 

 

2 Here is grace, here is peace, 

 Christ is with us, He is with us. 
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 Know His grace, find peace, 

 feast on Jesus here. 
 

3 Here we are, joined as one, 

 Christ is with us, He is with us. 

 We'll proclaim, 'til he comes, 

 Jesus crucified. 

 

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

Let us pray. God our host, 

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 

welcome the stranger, 

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Benediction 

May God who comes among us, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 

and good news to share today and always. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

(Acolytes extinguish the candles) 

ELW #435; Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending vs. 1, 3 

 
1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for our salvation slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 

join to sing the glad refrain: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 
3 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
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high on thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 
claim the kingdom as thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 

 

Sending 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Linda Ranney 

Altar Flowers  

In Memory of Jill Kirk by her husband, Norb Kirk 

Serving at Worship Today 

Presider Rev Eric Nielsen 
Assistant Cora Klawiter 

Lector  Patti Sontag 
Acolytes Jack Schank, Liam Schank 
Ushers Brian Wagner, Dramus Peuse 

Greeters Mike Torud, Norb Kirk  
Communion Servers Cheryl Mattison, Sandee Kosmo, John Moseng, Judy 

Staszcuk, Mark Sontag 
Media & Streaming Scott Olsen 

Screen Operator Lois Mai 
Musicians Linda Ranney, piano/organ; Mark Lundin, Director 

of Music; St. John’s Choir 
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