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"Together In God" 
Broadcast Schedule WHAT'S INSIDE:

WQOW Broadcast @ 10:30 AM 1.	 A Message From Pastor 
Christine 

2.	 Monthly Readings & 
Offerings

3.	 Upcoming JONAH events
4.	 Upcoming Events 
5.	 Youth & Education News
6.	 September Calendar
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Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs 9-3

Friday 9-1
-------

1804 Highland Ave.
Eau Claire, WI

54701

Reaching Out 
S t .  J o h n ' s  N e w s l e t t e r

September - 7, 21
October - 5, 19

ABC Network, Channel 18, 
Cable 9, HD 618 

“The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament 
proclaims God’s handiwork.” Psalm 19:1 

When I was a child, summer seemed endless. Stretches of 
reading and helping in the garden along with camping trips 
were a yearly part of my childhood, but I often felt restless 
and eager to get back to an actual schedule.  However, the 

A Message From Pastor Christine

older I get the faster summers seem to fly by! Relatable? So here we are again, careening 
into a new school year for many, along with the fall programs beginning. Soon, we will hear 
the pitter-pat of the preschool children climbing up the stairs. Yet, August into September 
is such a liminal space. We are looking ahead to autumn while the hovering of summer 
remains.  And, because summer is such an opportunity to rest, unplug, and get away from 
everything (good for you!), it may just be that some catching up on what’s happening at St. 
John’s is just what is needed. So, here are a few things to look for coming into the autumn 
just in case you missed it. 

We hired Amanda! Amanda Burkart began in June with a quick slide into VBS as her first 
taste of Children, Youth, and Family ministry. Our  CYF Director is here!  She has had a great 
summer with several programs: VBS, Summer Stretch, and supporting those who went on 
their Faith Adventure trip to Colorado.  Along with her amazing ministry members, she 
has big plans for Sunday school, music with Mark, Faith Family and the next high school 
mission trip that will go to (insert location here – I can’t spill the beans) next summer. So, 
she’s leaping into the fall with lots to dig into for you and your children or youth. Please 
stop by and meet her in her office or on Sundays! 

Season of Creation: Check out the schedule to see the Adult Education opportunities for 
the month of September. The Season of Creation begins September 1st with the World 
Day of Prayer for Creation and ends with the Blessing of the Animals worship service 
on Wednesday, October 1st at 7pm. For our adult education on Sundays at 10:30AM, we 
will discuss Rev. Brian McClaren’s book ‘Life after Doom’ on September 7th, hear about 
what our neighbors at JONAH are doing from Lynn Buske on the 21st, and learn about the 
plastics pledge from biodiversity expert Jane Mohler September 28th.   

Above and Beyond Event! The Stewardship Committee, along with many volunteers, have 
a big day planned on September 14th which will include brats, root beer floats, kids’ games, 
an auction, big Jenga, cornhole, and even a dunk tank. Who wouldn’t want to dunk Sam 
Peuse? I know you want to! Check out the schedule in this newsletter for that day. 

New Churchwide Bishop of the ELCA: If you have not heard, the people at the Churchwide 
Assembly of the ELCA elected our first Black Presiding Bishop, Rev. Yehiel Curry, in July! 
You can read about his dynamic life at www.elca.org. This is an important milestone for 
our church. Please pray for him as he takes on the yoke of Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, of 
which we are a part. I also give thanks to God for the leadership of Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, 
who was elected during a time of great change in the ELCA, including leading through a 
pandemic. 

Welcome to autumn, dear Church! We are indeed blessed and I’m looking forward to the 
pattern of our days together this fall and beyond! 
Pastor Christine 
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Caretakers of Creation 
Season of Creation 2025

Season of Creation is an annual celebration from Sept. 1 to Oct. 4 when Christians 
come together in prayer and action to protect God’s creation. The theme for 2025 is 
“Peace with Creation”. The ecumenical family around the world will unite to advocate 
for our common home, Earth. Pastor Christine and Caretakers of Creation are planning 
special speakers on the Sundays of September and the celebration will end on Oct. 4. St. 
John’s will have a Blessing of the Animals on Wednesday, Oct. 1 in honor of St. Francis 
of Assisi. Caretakers of Creation are asking members of St. John’s to participate in this 
celebration by taking photos showing themselves as caretakers of creation. Include 
your name and a brief explanation of the photo. It might be a photo of a tree you planted, 
the litter you picked up, or you and your compost bin. The photos will be shown on the 
worship screens prior to Sunday worship. 

Please send the photos to lydia@stjohns-ec.org.

Join Caretakers of Creation in prayer on September 1st to celebrate the International 
Day of Prayer for Creation!  This is a wonderful kickoff to the Season of Creation. The 

Prayer for Creation will be in the Opportunities and will be sent out in an e-card.  

Education Hour- September 28th 

Jane Mohler is dedicated to the urgent work of restoring and safeguarding biodiversity 
in the Chippewa Valley. As co-founder and chair of the CV Biodiversity Partnership, 
she has led efforts to defend water quality, protect mature forests, and rewild our 
community, drawing knowledge and inspiration from Doug Tallamy and others. 

Her interactive talk will prompt us 
to confront the often unappreciated 
services nature provides to us within 
our urban forests— and the subtle 
wonders we often fail to notice. Jane 
invites participants to consider our 
interconnection, responsibilities and 
collective impact. Together, we’ll 
reflect on practical ways to support 
the natural world and take meaningful 
steps—no matter how small—toward 
restoring what’s been diminished, 
while nurturing what still endures in 
the places we call home.

Jane Mohler, MPH, PhD
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Trivia Corner

Monthly Readings 

Psalm 1
Luke 14:25-33

Special Offerings This Month

Exodus 32:7-14
Luke 15:1-10

Psalm 113
Luke 16:1-13

Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Luke 16:19-31

Who suggested that Joseph interpret the dreams 
of Pharaoh?

Answer on Page 10

September 7 September 14 September 21 September 28

St. John's Christian Preschool 

Office hours will return to the following after Labor Day 
Monday - Thursday  9:00 - 3:00 

Friday  9:00 - 1:00 

There are still Christmas decorations 
available to grab on the stage in the 
basement!  They are free to grab (bags 
provided) till September 7th.  After that 
date, any remaining decorations will be 

donated.  

Capital Improvement Projects 

Choir Invitation 
Everyone is a singer, and all are welcome 
in the choir! We rehearse Wednesday 
nights 5:30-7 p.m. and sing most Sundays 
September through May. An incentive could 
be to do a ‘slow start,’ just commit to joining 
us for the Fall Art Celebration Massed Choir! 
We’d rehearse those selections first…and 
then you may just want to stick around! For 
more information, come on up after Worship 

or message Mark: mark@stjohns-ec.org
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JONAH         Upcoming Events

GriefShare (griefshare.org) is a 13-week program that provides weekly support for 
those grieving the loss of loved ones. The program incorporates elements of faith, a 
weekly video, and conversations among group members to find support. This first 
session of GriefShare will have a maximum of 8 people in the program. 

SIGN-UP FOR THE FALL SESSION IS ON THE BULLETIN BOARD IN THE GATHERING AREA! 
Sign up soon—Limited space available. GriefShare: Tuesdays, September 16 – December 
9, 2025.6:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M. St. John’s conference room.  The cost of the GriefShare 
training was provided by St. John’s Helen Brougham Fund and SJ’s Fountain of Life 
Fund. If you would like to speak with someone about the program, call: Jean Johnson, 
St. John’s GriefShare Facilitator-715-829-5718 OR Mary Spryer, St. John’s Caring 
Ministry Chair-925-876-3520  

Upcoming JONAH Meetings

Fundraising 
September 2  @ 1:00 PM

Mental Health Task Force
September 4 @ 1:00 

Affordable Housing
September 4  @ 5:30 PM

Self-Interest Training
September 17 @ 1:00 PM

Mental Health Task Force 
September 18 @ 4:00PM

Self-Interest Training 
September 20 @ 9:45 AM 

JONAH Annual Event 
October 5 @ 3:00 PM

Women of St. John’s are invited to join our monthly Bible study beginning on Wednesday, 
Sept. 17 at 9:30 in the St. John’s library. We will regularly meet on the third Wednesday 
of each month. 

The Bible study this autumn is titled, “Money, Stewardship, and Generosity” by Rev. 
Christa von Zychlin. The author asks us to think about “What do we treasure?” From 
Genesis to Revelation, the acquisition of gold and silver have been viewed as examples of 
God’s gifts. Yet the excess love of money has been a source of downfall and destruction. 
Jesus taught his disciples to dig deep for true treasure. How will we respond to the 
amazing gifts from our loving God? 

Our Bible study comes from the ELCA magazine, Gather, but copies of the Bible study 
will be available. The discussion is always lively and thought-provoking. Please join us.

Women's Circle 
St. John's Women's Circle Begins Again 
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The Aging and Disability Resource Center 
of EC County will Provide a Presentation on 
Dementia Thursday, October 30, 2025 at 6:15 
P.M. At St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1804 
Highland Ave., EC The presentation will be 
given by Lisa Wells, Dementia Care Specialist 
with ADRC. This Presentation is Sponsored by 
the St. John’s Seniors & Home Visitation and the 

St. John’s Caring Ministries

LWR Kits & Quilts – 2025 
Sharon Price, Ruth Kruschke, Lois Mai

Our love in action!
Hello St. John’s! Thinkin” about school shopping? 
Target, Dollar General, Walmart, etc. have begun 
setting items on shelves with some at really good 
prices. As you shop for your family, please remember, 
especially, the school kits for Lutheran World Relief 
that St. John’s LWR committee will be sending again 
this fall. We do need items for personal care kits, too.

Below is a list of needs for school supply kits and 
personal care kits. Thanks for all you’ve given in the 

past and again this year.

*note: LWR will not accept notebooks with any 
number of sheets other than the 70! Thank you!!

List of items needed for each School kit:
Four 70-sheet notebooks

One box of 16 or 24 crayons
One 30-centimeter ruler with inches on the other side

One pencil sharpener
One pair of blunt scissors

Five unsharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers
Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)

One 2 1/2 in. eraser

List of items needed for each Personal Care kit:
One light-weight bath-size towel between 20”x40” 

& 52”x27” (dark color recommended)
Two bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) of soap, any brand

One adult-size toothbrush (for multi-pack 
toothbrushes we can separate and seal each in a 

business envelope)
One sturdy comb

One metal nail clippers

DROP Off all items in labeled boxes in the narthex on Sunday mornings in the appropriate labeled boxes 
and also on weekdays during church open hours. The last day for drop-off will be September 14.

- Sharon Price

Sunday, Sept. 14th 

Text, call, share, or shout… Just make sure 
the word gets out! 

There will be games for all ages, prizes 
galore, prizes ranging from $5 to $20, and 

even more! 
An auction to buy,  things of your choice. 

Like picnic baskets, gift cards, there’ll be no 
buyer’s remorse. 

Brats, chips, and root beer floats for your 
tummy, popcorn, cookies, sodas…so very 

yummy!! 
Invite your neighbors, family, and friends, 

make sure they know, about the tournaments 
at the end. 

It’s a celebration; a time to get together,
 Come to St. John’s and enjoy one another!!

-Nancy Putnam 
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Cemetery Work Project 

September 8 and 22 have been scheduled to begin 
cleanup of St. John’s Cemetery located off Omaha Street.

We will be removing dead planting from alongside 
gravestones, trimming suckers from trees, trimming 
the cedars, raking dead grass between headstones, 
picking up sticks and pinecones and blowing the 
dead grass from around gravestones and roadway.

We will start at 9 am and meet in front of the shed 
located at the back of the lot. Bring water and a snack, 
work gloves and a hat. Tools include: rake, hedge 
trimmers, clippers/loppers, small saw for tree limbs, a 
knife to trim grass around the stones, flat-edge shovel, 
blower for dead grass and debris. If you would like to 
help with this project, please contact Donna Meier at 
dcmeier54701@gmail.com or call me at 715-450-0294.

Bell Tower Repairs 

Thrivent Choice Dollars allows eligible Thrivent 
Financial members to direct Thrivent Financial’s 
charitable dollars to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
To be a benefit member with Thrivent Financial, 
you must own one of the following Thrivent 
products: life insurance, health insurance, 
disability insurance or annuities, and based on 
your premium and cash value, your Thrivent 
Choice dollars will be calculated. Letters or 
emails are sent annually to these members indicating the amount of charitable dollars 
available to them. If you believe that you qualify and have not received a letter, please 
contact your Thrivent Financial representative.

For the period September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025, St. John’s is designating the 
Thrivent Choice contributions to our general operations fund to help support our 
ministries, programs and maintain our day to day operations.  When you are contacted 
by Thrivent Financial, please prayerfully consider directing these charitable dollars to 
St. John’s.  The Thrivent Financial members who have directed their “Choice Dollars” 
to St. John’s Lutheran Church for August was Mike McCarty, Jacklyn Hansen, Gary & 
Cora Klawiter.  St. John’s thanks you for doing this.
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Lawrence Stevens, 61
We Mourned the Death of

Quilters: IMO Gerri Wojtysiak by Ruth Sendelbach

TV Ministry: IMO Joanne Emerson by the Severson Family

Lutheran World Relief: IMO Pr. Christine’s mother, Joanne, by Curt & Dauneen 

Amundson

Good Samaritan: IMO Pr. Christine’s mother, Joanne, by Curt & Dauneen Amundson

Preschool Operations: IMO Pr. Christine’s mother, Joanne, by Eric Nielsen

General Operations: IMO Joanne Emerson by Penny Lorenz

General Operations: IMO Bev Rohde by Deb Mattson Bosak

Feed My People: IMO Joanne Emerson by Pr. Christine & Jim Boulter

Feed My People: IMO Joanne Emerson by Gloria Barnes

TV Ministry: IMO Joanne Emerson by Arlene McAdam

Lutheran World Relief: IMO Pr. Christine’s mother, Joanne Emerson, by Louise Alt

TV Ministry: IMO Joanne Emerson by Jane Van Helden & Sandy Thon

General Operations: IMO Lawrence Stevens by Genny Gorton

General Operations: IMO my husband Roger & son Alan. IHO great grandsons Wyatt, 

Lucas & Hunter Hedlund by Janet Dahl

Captial Improvements: IHO the 97th birthday of Ralph Kinderman on September 18th 

by his wife, Margaret Kinderman

Memorials and Honorariums
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As a new school year begins, we look 
forward to welcoming many children 
and families to Preschool! (We currently 
have TTh openings for 2.5 and 3 year 
olds, please help us spread the word)
SJCP is blessed in many ways by this 
congregation! 

We would like to remind members that 
a “Special Offering” will be taken in 
September. Please use the envelope 
provided in your annual offering box or 
the secure online payment/donation link 
on our website if you are able to give a
financial gift. 

stjohns-ec.org/grow/preschool
Thank you!

Monday, September 8th
Tuesday, September 9th
Wednesday, September 10-11th

“Come & See” for MWF Classes 9-11 AM
 “Come & See” for TTh Classes 9-11 AM 

First Regular Class days

UPCOMING DATES

Our fall activities at SJCP will help children and families connect to with classmates, 
teachers, and the preschool setting as we share literature, music, experiments, scripture, 
movement, and play. Watch and listen for ways in which SJCP helps children and families 
grow in love and learning as the year continues!

Please help us stock the classrooms with needed supplies, we appreciate these donations 
as they keep our supply and tuition amounts affordable for families. If you would like to 
provide some back-to-school supplies for SJCP, feel free to drop off anything from the list 
of needed items below. (Please leave in Church office or come on up and visit preschool!) 

Playdoh, paper towels, Kleenex, Lysol/Chlorox type wipes, liquid hand soap, dish soap, 
Graham Crackers, Old Dutch Pretzels, Goldfish Crackers, white paper lunch bags, and 
Ziplock Bags.  Thank you!

Welcome Back!
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Youth & Education Ministry 
YOUTH VOLUNTEERS WANTED

 for Sept. 14th Above and Beyond for game attendants. 
Please sign up on the sign up sheets in the Gathering 
Area or let Amanda B. know that you are interested. 

Amanda@stjohns-ec.org

First day of Sunday School 

Sept 7th, 10:15- 11:15 (3rd floor room 313) families 
are invited to stay with kids for family pictures, meet 

teachers and fellowship!

2026 Youth Mission Trip Meeting

When: Wednesday, September 3, 2025 @7:15 
following the Confirmation Registration Meeting

Where: Gathering Area

Who: St. John’s Youth (who are entering 8th grade 
this year thru those completing high school plus 
young adults who will be 19 or 20 years of age in 
June 2026), Parents of these youth, and interested 
chaperones

What: 2026 Youth Mission Workcamp Trip (location 
will be announced at meeting) for the Week of June 
20-28, 2026

Why: The location will be REVEALED at the 
meeting AND very important trip information will 
be provided!

Trunk or Treat 

On Saturday, Oct., 25, from 1:00 – 3:00, St. John’s 
and Immaculate Conception are both celebrating 
our kids with Trunk or Treat!! Start thinking about 
how you want to dress-up, deck-out your cars, or just 
come as you are. All are welcome to hand out candy, 
which the church provides. Please consider joining 

us on that day right here in St. John’s parking lot.
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Your Church Staff
Ministers: All the Congregation 
Pastor: Pr. Christine Emerson 
Music Director: Mark Lundin
CYF Director: Amanda Burkart
Communications Coordinator: Lydia Elko
Organist: Linda Ranney
Administrative Assistant: Genny Gorton
Bookkeeper: Marlee Agner
Facility & Grounds Manager: David LaRose
Custodian: Tyeanna Segura
St. John’s Christian Preschool: 
Nancy Hanson,Amanda Schroeder, 
Amanda Downing, Bria Lindstrom  

Church Council 
President: Richard Freitag
Vice President: Dramus Peuse
Secretary: Karla Spies
Treasurer: Norb Kirk  
Caring: Mary Spryer
Community & World: Louise Alt
Education: Stacy Kelly 
Faith Family: Nancy Putnam 
Seniors & Home Visitation: Larry Schaefer
Worship & Music: Richard Spryer
Youth: Becky Cater
At-Large: Jeff Putnam
At-Large: Greg Johnson

The Chief Cupbearer.  He ended up much better than the 
Chief Baker, that’s for sure… 
Genesis 41:1-13

Trivia Corner

 

Tuesday, September 16, 2025 from 8 am - 2 pm 

L.E. Phillips Senior Center 

• 70+ vendor booths 
• Tours of the Senior Center 
• Craft & bake sales 
• Gift basket raffle 
• Over $1,000 in door prizes 
• Lunch available for purchase 
• FREE and open to all ages! 

SSEENNIIOORR  RREESSOOUURRCCEE  FFAAIIRR  
Proudly Sponsored By: 

L.E. Phillips Senior Center 
1616 Bellinger Street 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
Call: 715-839-4909 
Visit: lep-sc.org 
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9:00 Worship Labor Day 
OFFICE CLOSED

10:30 Staff 
Meeting
7:00 STEP Group

9:00 Quilting
3:00 Master Builders
5:15 First Wednesdays
5:30 Choir
6:30 Confirmation 
Orientation
7:15 Mission Trip 
Meeting

1:30 St. John's 
Apartment Services
6:00 Youth 
6:30 Church of the 
Wild

9:00 Worship 
10:15 First 
Day of Sunday 
School
10:30 Adult 
Education Book 
Study 

5:00 Stewardship
5:15 Education
6:30 Bells

9:30 Staff Meeting
1:00 Worship & 
Music
2:00 Senior Home 
Visitation 
5:00 Fall Arts 
Celebration Meeting
6:30 Preschool
7:00 Property
7:00 STEP Group

12:00 Chippewa Valley VIP 
3:00 Master Builders
5:30 Choir
6:00 CREW
6:00 5th Grade Confirmation
7:00 Music Jam With Mark 

9:00 Rostered Leaders @ 
Peace Lutheran Menomonie 
1:00 Blue Christmas 
Planning 
1:30 St. John's Apartment 
Services

9:00 Worship
10:15 Above & 
Beyond

9:30 Staff Meeting
5:30 Endowment
5:30 Diner's Club 
@ Corral Bar 
6:30 Grief Share
7:00 STEP Group

9:30 Women's Circle 
11:00 Interfaith Green 
Team 
3:00 Master Builders 
5:30 Choir 
6:00 8 & 9 Gr. Mentor 
Night 
6:00 5 Gr. Confirmation

9:00 Volunteer @ 
The Community 
Table 
6:00 Council 

9:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday 
School 
10:30 Adult 
Education 

9:30 Staff Meeting 
6:30 Grief Share
7:00 STEP Group

9:00 Preschool Pop-
Up
9:00 Quilting
3:00 Master Builders
5:30 Choir 
6:00 5 Gr. 
Confirmation 

9:00 Worship
10:15 Sunday 
School 
10:30 Adult 
Education 

9:00 Cemetery 
Cleanup 
4:00 Finance 
5:30 Faith 
Family 
6:30 Bells 

9:00 Preschool Pop-
Up
10:30 Oakwood 
Health Services 

6:30 Bells 9:30 Staff Meeting 
6:30 Grief Share
7:00 STEP Group

9:00 Quilting
3:00 Master Builders
5:15 First Wednesdays 
5:30 Choir
6:00 CREW
6:00 5 Gr. 
Confirmation
7:00 Worship

1:30 St. John's 
Apartment Services
6:30 Youth 

3:00 Bible Study 
@ The Classics 
6:30 Bells 
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Sun.		         Mon.		          Tues.	                    Wed.			        Thurs. 

September 2025

"Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits 
for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains." 

- James 5:7
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Calling all artists! The 4th annual Fall Art Celebration will be held October 19 at Hope Lutheran 
Church with support from our St. John's community as the hosts. The event includes a visual art 
exhibition and concert by artists from local ELCA churches. If you are interested in sharing your 
artwork please reach out to the office, and we will share the details with you. Artwork of all types 

and media is welcome; musicians, too!
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4th Annual Fall Arts Celebration—Artist Application Form 
October 19, 2025   12:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

The Annual Fall Arts Celebration showcases artists within our local ELCA Congregations. 
There are NO booth fees but pre-registration is REQUIRED. 

Artist or authorized representative to be in the exhibit room during the time open to the public. 
 

Deadline For Artist Form Submission: Friday, October 1, 2025 
Mail to: St. John’s Lutheran, 1804 Highland, Eau Claire, WI 54701 OR send a scan/pic of this 

application form to maryspryer@gmail.com 
SPACE IS LIMITED—FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED 
➢Set Up at Hope Lutheran on Friday 10/17 and Saturday 10/18 

Contact Mary Spryer to reserve your set-up time: maryspryer@gmail.com 
 

MEMBER OF ______________________LUTHERAN CHURCH—SUBMITTED BY CHECK ONE:  ARTIST  OR   OWNER 
 

LAST NAME: ______________________________ FIRST NAME _______________________________ 
Street Address: _______________________________ City: _______________ Zip: _______________ 
Phone Number: ___________________ Email Address: _____________________________________ 
 

Number & Title of Piece(s) in Exhibit (Use the back side if you need more room) ________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I have to display at the 4th Annual Fall Arts Celebration (Check all that apply): 
 Ceramics      Drawing/Illustration—Pen/Pencil/Charcoal/Pastels

  Fiber Arts _________________  Glass       
  Metalwork     Mixed Media 

 Painting (Acrylic, Oil, Watercolor)  Photography        
 Printmaking     Rosemaling/Folk Painting  
 Sculptures     Stained Glass    
 Wood Carving     Other ________________________ 

 

Story: (if one) _______________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

How it should be displayed: On an easel On a wall/vertically (VERY LIMITED WALL SPACE AVAILABLE) 
On a table Other ___________________________________ 

Art may be sold or displayed. Artist is in charge of pricing and handling payments. 
 

 I’m bringing my own display & my own table (size____). Floor space needed _________________ 
 I Need display assistance  I Need an 8’ Table  I Need Half of an 8’ Table 
 I Need a Power Outlet  Other Needs ___________________________________________  

I give permission for pictures and videos to be taken of my art submissions for publicity purposes 
before and during the 4th Annual Fall Arts Celebration. 

______________________________  _______________________  _____________ 
Artist’s Printed Name   Signature          Date     MHS     F/S    Time 


