oth Sunday after Pentecost & G St John's

August 10, 2025; 9 a.m. Lutheran Church
(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.)

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude
(Acolytes light the candles)

Linda Ranney

Confession and Forgiveness (please stand)

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.)

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.



In the cross of * Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn
ELW #520; Dearest Jesus, at Your Word vs. 1-3

1 Dearest Jesus, at your word
we have come again to hear you;
let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
and in glowing faith be near you
as the promises here given
draw us wholly up to heaven.

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight
lie in deepest darkness shrouded
till your Spirit breaks the night,
filling us with light unclouded.
All good thoughts and all good living
come but by your gracious giving.

3 Radiance of God's glory bright,
Light of light from God proceeding,
Jesus, send your blessed light;
help our hearing, speaking, heeding,
that our prayers and songs may please you,
as with grateful hearts we praise you.

Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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ACS Setting 12;vs. 1, 3
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1 Glo-ty to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light
of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may
be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Reading: Genesis 15:1-6 (please sit)

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, [ am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram
said, “O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no
offspring, so a slave born in my house is to be my heir” 4 But the word of the
LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir” > He brought him outside and said, “Look toward
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him,
“So shall your descendants be.” ¢ And he believed the LoRrD, and the LoRD
reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is
seen was made from things that are not visible.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he
was to receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was
going. ? By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of
the same promise. 1% For he looked forward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old, because he
considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
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distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers
and foreigners on the earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear
that they are seeking a homeland. 1° If they had been thinking of the land that
they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is,
they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Time

Gospel Acclamation (please stand)

ACS Setting 12
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

Gospel: Luke 12:32-40

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 12th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make
purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven,
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.

35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 3¢ be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will



fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. 38 [f he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds
them so, blessed are those slaves.

39 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Mission Trip Thank You (please sit)

Hymn of the Day (please stand)
ELW #739; Touch the Earth Lightly

1 Touch the earth lightly,
use the earth gently,
nourish the life of the world in our care:
gift of great wonder,
ours to surrender,
trust for the children tomorrow will bear.

2 We who endanger,
who create hunger,
agents of death for all creatures that live,
we who would foster
clouds of disaster—
God of our planet, forestall and forgive!

3 Let there be greening,
birth from the burning,
water that blesses, and air that is sweet,
health in God's garden,
hope in God's children,
regeneration that peace will complete.

4 God of all living,



God of all loving,

God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun,
teach us, deflect us,

Christ reconnect us,

using us gently, and making us one.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Petition:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you.

Offering
(Ushers take up the collection)

Amazing Grace
Music by W. Walker arr. Jay Althouse
Ned Ernster, piano & Claire Ernster, trumpet

Offertory (please stand)

(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive)



ELW #752; Lord, Listen to your Children Praying

(Refrain sung twice)
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts
of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



Proper Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Table

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.



(acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite

assembly by pew)
Lamb of God
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Hymn

ELW #733; Great is thy Faithfulness

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Refrain
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
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to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

Let us pray. Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Benediction

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

++ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.

Sending Hymn
(Acolytes extinguish the candles)
ACS #949; Keep Your Lamps vs. 1, 3

1 Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
keep your lamps trimmed and burning,

for this work's almost done. Refrain
11



Refrain

Children, don't grow weary;
children, don't grow weary;
children, don't grow weary,
for this work's almost done.

3 Lo, the morning soon is breaking,

lo, the morning soo
lo, the morning soo

n is breaking,
n is breaking,

for this work's almost done. Refrain

Sending

Go in peace, Live by the spirit.

Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Linda Ranney

Altar Flowers

In honor of my family by Yvonne Mueller

Chancel Flowers

In memory of my wife, Sally by Ken Erickson

Serving at Worship Today

Presider Pastor Christine Emerson
Assistant Eric Nielsen
Lector Jim Boulter
Acolytes Owen Dekan, Amelia Peuse
Ushers Randy Lundblad. Mike Torud
Greeters Dramus Peuse, Larry Schaefer

Communion Servers

Cheryl Stage, Julie Kersten, Diana Hogenson, Penny
Erickson

Media & Streaming  Scott Olsen
Screen Operator Brett Issacson
Musicians Linda Ranney, piano/organ; Ned Ernster, piano;

Claire Ernster, trumpet
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