
3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
June 29, 2025; 9 a.m.   

   
 

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.; prelude begins) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude 

 (Acolytes light the candles) 

Just a Closer Walk with Thee arr. Mark Hayes 
Karol Hommen, piano 

 

(“This beloved gospel song speaks of the "toils and snares" of this life, but also of 

the comfort of walking closely with Jesus.  How ironic that our greatest comfort 

in life may occur when we are the most uncomfortable.  I've set this tune in a 

quasi-blues style because blues have always spoken to that "hard" side of 

life.  The easy, unhurried tempo and lush harmonies are meant to make the 

journey sweet” – Mark Hayes) 

Confession and Forgiveness (please stand) 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins.) 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
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In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

Amen. 

Gathering Hymn  

ELW #452; Awake, O Sleeper vs. 1-3 

 

1 Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 

 and Christ shall give you light; 

 so learn his love, its length and breadth, 
 its fullness, depth, and height. 

 

2 To us on earth he came to bring 

 from sin and fear release, 

 to give the Spirit's unity, 

 the very bond of peace. 

 
3 There is one body and one hope, 

 one Spirit and one call, 

 one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, 

 one God who made us all. 

 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

ACS Setting 12 

 

Canticle of Praise 

ACS Setting 12; vs. 1, 3 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and 

you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, 

that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your 

paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Reading: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 (please sit) 

15 Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also 

you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint 

Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.” 

  19 So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was 

plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the 

twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 20 He left the 
oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and 

then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I 

done to you?” 21 He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and 

slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, 

and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and 

became his servant. 

 
Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 

again to a yoke of slavery. 

  13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 

your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become 
slaves to one another. 14 For the whole law is summed up in a single 

commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If, however, you 

bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 

another. 

  16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For 
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what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is 

opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from 
doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to 

the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, 

licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, 

dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I 

am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not 

inherit the kingdom of God. 

  22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 

such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 

with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by 

the Spirit. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children’s Time 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) 

ACS Setting 12 
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Gospel: Luke 9:51-62 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 9th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
51 When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered 

a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive 

him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James 

and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked 

them. 56 Then they went on to another village. 

  57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 

air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another 

he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my 

father.” 60 But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for 

you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will follow you, 

Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, 

“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 

God.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon (please sit) 

“             (face palm emoji)” -- Pastor Christine Emerson 

 

Hymn of the Day (please stand) 

ELW #793; Be Thou My Vision 

 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 

 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
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2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 

 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 

 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 

 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 

 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 

 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 

 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

Petition: 
God of grace,  

hear our prayer. 

 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 
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Offering 

(Ushers take up the collection) 

Come to Me by David Fehr 

Mark Lundin, vocalist; Karol Hommen, piano 

 

Offertory (please stand) 

(Ushers bring collection forward for acolytes to receive) 

ELW #517; Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word vs. 1, 3 

 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 

 curb those who by deceit or sword 

 would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

 and bring to naught all he has done. 

 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

 send peace and unity on earth; 

 support us in our final strife 

 and lead us out of death to life. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 

and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts 
of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Proper Preface 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Table 

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

(acolytes prepare for communion distribution; ushers come forward to invite 

assembly by pew) 
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Lamb of God 

 
 

 

Communion Hymn 

ELW #482; I Come with Joy 

 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 

 

2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 

 
3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends. 
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4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 
is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here, 

alive among us here. 

 

5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 

 

 

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

Let us pray. Mothering God, 

you gathered us to your table 

and we drank deeply of your grace. 

Send us out by your Spirit 

to love our neighbors as ourselves 

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 

Benediction 

The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn 

(Acolytes extinguish the candles) 

ELW #574; Here I Am, Lord vs. 1, 3 

 

1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

 I have heard my people cry. 

 All who dwell in dark and sin 

 my hand will save. 

 I, who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 

 Who will bear my light to them? 

 Whom shall I send?" 

 

Refrain 

 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

 I have heard you calling in the night. 

 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

 I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

 I will tend the poor and lame. 

 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 

 Finest bread I will provide 

 till their hearts be satisfied. 

 I will give my life to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 

Sending 

Go in peace, Live by the spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Promised Land  Traditional American Melody  arr. Joseph Martin 

Karol Hommen, piano 
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Altar Flowers 

In honor of our 40th wedding anniversary on June 28, 1980 by Jeff & Nance 
Putnam 

Chancel Flowers 

In honor of our 50th wedding anniversary by Mike & Rachel Torud 

Serving at Worship Today 

Presider Pr. Christine Emerson 
Assistant Margaret Kinderman 

Lector  Cora Klawiter 
Acolytes Elise Wallin, Gwyneth Wallin 
Ushers Greg Johnson, Sam Pederson 

Greeters Dramus Peuse, Penny Erickson 
Communion Servers Jessica Peuse, Sam Peuse, Mark Sontag, Patti Sontag 
Media & Streaming Lydia Elko 

Screen Operator Lois Mai 
Musicians Karol Hommen, piano; Mark Lundin, vocalist 
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