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Sunday Worship: 9 AM

St. John's Newsletter

% Reaching Out

June - 1st, 15th
July - 6th, 20th

ABC Network, Channel 18,
Cable 9, HD 618

"Together In God"
Broadcast Schedule

WQOW Broadcast (@ 10:30 AM

A Message From Pastor Christine

“You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do
not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one
another humbly in love.” - Galatians 5:13

What is a volunteer? If you look at the dictionary,

a volunteer is someone who offers their time to better a
community. After observing the 70th birthday party of our
Highland uildinﬁ on May 18th, the brat stang sale for the
youth, and the lighting project in the sanctuary, it’s clear that
we do indeed have a very special community. Technically, we
are all disciples of Jesus who devote their time to the work of
shared ministry, but I know you get my meaning when I speak
of volunteerism.

It can be difficult for everyone to see the work of all our
volunteers who make things happen in all our ministries. To
do that, you would have to be here all the time. When you are
on staff, it’s a bit easier to see just how many help to make
this church continue to be a Fountain of Life and a River
of Compassion. But, it can be harder to see all the work of
the various ministries, committees, groups unless you are
involved in all of them, which no one person is! That’s why
we run the weekly E-News and the Sunday OpFortunities to
keep everyone up on all the events happening tor all of our
people. And, if you just take a moment to look around, a lot
1s happening, and the current that keeps that going are our
many amazing volunteers.

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 9-3
Friday 9-12
1804 Highland Ave.
Eau Claire, WI
54701
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So, I would like to point out some of the ways we have had volunteers (that is, servants
of Christ who desire the good of the community) spread the love of Jesus in this place and out
there in the world this summer, especially as we have begun to come out of this pandemic.
Here are just a few ways volunteers have made this church really shine this year:

. Sunday School, VBS, Adventure Trip & Summer Stretch — Teachers, drivers, lunch
providers, chaperones, adult and high school leaders are only some of the ways volunteers
make these special things happen for children and youth. So many people are involved in these

programs beyond staff. Thank you so much!

. Worship — Our worship services include more than preaching. I'm the first one to
downplay the sermon since I write them. I'm not saying the sermon isn’t important, but it
is only a part of the proclamation of the Gospel. Without our ushers, communion servers,
acolytes, camera operators, altar care, power-point operators, choirs, soloists, and readers,
worship would not be community. Thank you so much to all those who serve at our worship
services. I am so thankful for your love of service as we worship together!

. Hospitality — CariniMinistry adds lovely touches when we welcome new members to

our faith family. And, we

ave some wonderful cookie bakers who make coffee hour really

stand out. If you haven’t noticed a team of servers for coffee hour, take a quick look in the little

kitchen in the Gathering Area. What a blessing.
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. Bible Study - Summer does not stop our Men’s study on Wednesdays or our women
who come together for a large roup Bible study with neighboring churches. Volunteers make
these Bible Studies happen! Thank you!

. %uilters - Our quilters never stop because it is summer. They come every month to
create beautiful, artistic, useful quilts for Lutheran World Relief and for those nearby in Eau
Claire who are in need.

. Office Volunteers — What a wonderful thing to have office volunteers answering the
phone, doing daily tasks, and enabling the staff to coordinate their time more efficiently. It’s so
great having a pleasant face to see every morning.

These are just a few of the ways that the disciples of Jesus give of their time and talent
to St. John’s. I know there are so many who love this community of faith and who give of
themselves every day. And, the church is made up of all its members contributing to the
Gospel message. Thank you for your part and have a happy summer! See you in church!

Pastor Christine

Thank You! ﬁ

THANK YOU to all who participated in music ministries this year! Members of the
St. John's Choir and JuBellation put in countless hours of rehearsal and preparation v
supporting our prayerful worship. We are blessed with many instrumentalists and guests
who join us for special services and feast days throughout the year. I am especially grateful

to all who sing in "the BIG CHOIR" in the pews every Sunday. Singing brings prayer to a

new dimension, inviting the whole body, mind, and spirit to express love for God and each
other. So, freely sing out with joy!

Stay tuned for some musical opportunities this summer while the ensembles are on
break. We'll have a pop-up summer choir and youth music jam after worship on yet-to-be
determined Sundays. If you have any interest in sharing your musical experience at St.
John's, please contact me: mark@stjohns-ec.org

Lay School Reflection

Jean Johnson and I (Lynn Yolitz) just completed our 2 year Lay School Ministry program
through the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin (ELCA). The purpose of the school is to
provide lay people with a greater understanding of our Bible, Worship, Spirituality,
Christian History, and Lutheran Theology.

It was an opportunity to engage in theological studies, presented by faculty consisting
of seminary and college professors and members of the clergy of synod congregations.
Classmates were lay members from other ELCA churches in the area, and we had
many opportunities to engage in wonderful discussions. It was a wonderfully enriching
experience and I would encourage others to attend.

If you are interested in learning more about the program and the experience, please contact
us and we will be happy to answer any questions you might have. ;
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Welcome Amandal!

Happy greetings!

My name is Amanda Burkart, and I am truly
honored to serve as the Children, Youth and Family
Director at St. John’s. Thisroleis especially meaningful
to me, as St. John’s has been a part of my heart and life
since childhood.

I was born and raised in Altoona, WI, and grew
up attending St. John’s with my beloved grandmother,
Lois Klavetter, and my sweet mom, Cheryl Stage. From
an early age, the church embraced our family with
open arms, offering comfort, connection, and a strong
foundation of faith. I began teaching Sunday School
here during high school, which sparked a deep sense

of purpose and love for working with youth. i s
After graduating from Winona State University, life took me west to Las Vegas NV,

where I earned my Master’s Degree in Educational Counseling. I then spent over 18 wonderful
years as a school counselor—supporting, guiding, and walking alongside students through
their journeys.
Recently, I made the heartfelt decision to bring my family back to Eau Claire. Returning home
has been a beautiful experience, filled with warmth, welcome, and reconnection. I am beyond
excited to meet new families, reconnect with familiar faces, and walk beside your children as
they grow in faith, friendship, and fun.

I feel deeply blessed in so many ways and am grateful for the opportunity to give back to
the community and church that helped shape who I am today.

>y v /J‘/\' It. Was. So. Much. ‘[\‘[\ —

Thanks to all the people who made our 70th Birthday Party a success. Those who: Wrote
Invitations, Made Paper Chains, Baked Cakes & Cupcakes & Bars & Cookies, Set up Tables,
Decorated Tables, Cleaned off Tables, Provided the Punch Fixings, Set out Refreshments,
Set up the Games, Set up the Craft Table, Cleaned Up, Loaded Boxes, Washed the Dishes,
Unloaded Boxes, Took Pictures, Organized the Memorabilia, Made & Served Popcorn, Made &
Served Cotton Candy, Helped Test the Games, Donated Prizes, Filled the Goodie Bags, Helped
with the PowerPoint Slideshow, Made the I Spy Game Book, Decorated the Game Room. Also,
thanks to all the children who led in the singing of “Happy Birthday” with the BIG, FUN,
SURPRISE ENDING.

Thank you: Dauneen Amundson, Ruth Lundblad, Bonnie Badman, Sharon Birkenmeier,
Gary Birkenmeier, Jean Jirovec, Amelia Peuse, Jessica Peuse, Patti Sontag, Donna Meier,
Cora Klawiter, Bev Orth, Madeline Lee, Vicki Wolter, Mary Spryer, Richard Spryer, Pastor
Christine, Xavier Olson, Jeff Putnam, Nance Putnam, Judy Haugen, Tyeanna Segura, Cloris
Seng, Dave LaRose, Barb Graham, Barb Lutz, Sukie Kiser, Cheryl Watson, Lisa Brandt, Jean
Yolitz, Chelsey Desprez, Sharon Price, John Price, Lydia Elko, Jean Johnson, Louise Alt, &
Kris Nelson, and any of you who helped in spite of not signing up to do so.

—Also, many thanks to our Birthday Party Fairies who helped defray the cost of the party—
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Monthly Readings

Junel June 8 June 15 June 22
Psalm 97 Genesis 11:1-9 Acts 10:34-43 Romans 5:1-5
John 17:20-26 Acts 2:1-21 Luke 24:1-12 John 16:12-15
June 29 July 6 July 13 July 20 July 27
Galations 5:1, 13-25| Isaiah 66: 10-14 Psalm 25: 1-10 Genesis 18: 1-10a Psalm 138
Luke 9:51-62 Luke10:1-11,16-20 Luke 10: 25-37 Luke 10: 38-42 Luke 11: 1-13
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PLEASE RSVP T0 LOUISE ALT BY
NOON ON JUNE 16™

Diner’s Club

July 16" @ 5:30p.m.
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Special Offerings This Month

ELCA World Hunger - June
St. John's supports the ELCA World Hunger
Program which reaches communities around
the globe with sustainable solutions that get at
the root causes of hunger and poverty.
Neighbor to Neighbor - June
This fund directly contributes to outreach and
assistance to Hispanic communities in WI.

Lutheran World Relief - July
This group works with people to assist them
in growing their own food, provide better
healthcare, and assist with disaster relief. St.
John's directly assists with health and school
kits and quilting projects.

Capital Improvement - July
Capital Improvement Funds this year are
going towards bricks, lights, and equipment.

Lost and Found
There are a lot of miscellaneous items in the
Lost & Found bin located on the main floor on
top of the coat rack by the elevator. Anything
left after June 30th will be taken to Goodwill.

&7 S \

Trivia Corner

Have a maintenance or janitorial request?
Please fill out the gold request form located on
the counter by the tv in the gathering area.

Who restored Saul's sight after the Lord blinded
him?
* Answer on Page 10

*




JONAH | Upcoming Events

June Book Club - June 17th

Join us for our third book in our 2025 Book Upcoming JONAH Meetings
Club - Becoming Abolitionists by Derecka

Purnell! We will meet at Dotter's Books at 6:15 Fundraising

pm to discuss it. Register at jonahjustice.org/ June 3 @ 1:00 PM
event/june-book-club/

Mental Health Task Force

Public Meeting and Mini-Training June 5 @ 1:00 PM
June 16th is our second Public Meeting! The Affordable Housing
topic of this discussion will be: How To Do June 5 @ 5:30 PM
Power Mapping. This will take place both
online and in person at the JONAH office from CVJAT
5:30 - 7:30. More information and registration June 11 @ 8:30 AM
can be found at jonahjustice.org/event/public-
meeting-2/

Thrivent Choice Dollars allow eligible Thrivent Financial members to direct Thrivent Financial’s

charitable dollars to St. John’s Lutheran Church. To be a benefit member with Thrivent Financial,

you must own one of the following Thrivent products: life insurance, health insurance, disability

insurance or annuities, and based on your premium and cash value, your Thrivent Choice dollars

will be calculated. Letters or emails are sent annually to these members indicating the amount of

charitable dollars available to them. If you believe that you qualify and have not received a letter,
please contact your Thrivent Financial representative.

For the period September 1, 2024 to August 31, 2025, St. John’s is designating the Thrivent Choice

contributions to our general operations fund to help support our ministries, programs and maintain

our day to day operations. When you are contacted by Thrivent Financial, please prayerfully consider
directing these charitable dollars to St. John’s.

The Thrivent Financial members who have directed their “Choice Dollars” to St. John’s Lutheran
Church for May was Gary & Cora Klawiter and Mike McCarty.

St. John’s thanks you for doing this.

Memorials and Honorariums We Mourned the Death of

General Operations: IMO Art Hotvedt by David & Janna Morley Beverly Rohde, 92
Seniors & Home Visitation: IMO Art Hotvedt by Ruth & Randy Lundblad
General Operations: IMO Husband, Roger & Son, Alan. THO Great

Grandsons, Wyatt, Lucas & Hunter Hedlund by Janet Dahl
General Operations: IMO Jim Kiser by Lois Mai
Capital Improvements: IMO Darrell Baker’s birthday on 6/14 & IHO
Dorothy Baker’s birthday on 5/25 by Darryl & Deb Schaefer \\//3

®



Let there be light!

One of the first major projects
of the year has wrapped up!
Thank you to Dave, Dramus,
Tye, and all of the others who
pitched in to help replace the
lighting in the sanctuary.

This change will assist us in
reducing our energy use (and
energy bill) by a significant
amount.

Stay tuned for more updates
and upgrades in our building's
70th year!




Women of

St.John's & Spirit
summer Bible Study

August 6th 9:15a.m.-11:00a.m. * St.John’s Gathering Area

Readings are Gather
Magazine’s Bible Study
passages from the months of
June, July,and August!

Discussion will be led by
Pastor Christine from St.
John's -

Coffee, juice and muffins
will be provided!

b
. Christmas Im]wfv

Check your calendar to see if you’ll be available
in July to help count and organize St. John’s
Christmas Decorations. If you are NICE, there
may even be Christmas cookies & hot chocolate!

Check thebulletin board in the gatheringarea for
the sign-up sheet and more information.

Comung to St. John’s In September
Grief 6 Share

GriefShare® (www.griefshare.org) is a program
that provides weekly support for those grieving
the loss of a loved one. The program incorporates
elements of faith, a weekly video, and
conversations among group members to find
support.

This fall's 13-week session will be held in the
evening, on Tuesdays from 6 em. until 8 em.,
beginning on Sept. 2™ and ending on Nov. 25,
2025. The sessions will be held in the St. John’s
conference room.

If you're interested, there will be informational
flyers coming in August.

Sponsored by St. John's Caring Ministry

@

Love

Your Neighbor

A Capital Campaign for
Neighbor to Neighbor Ministry

(s 175000 by 2028 )

https:/ /nwswi.org/neighbor-

to-neighbor

A
g

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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The Carthage Commitment

In partnership with the ELCA congregations in southern Wisconsin and as part of our pledge to make a
quality education possible for all, we offer the Carthage Commitment.

At Carthage College, we want families to know they're not alone in paying for a student’s education.
We view college financing as a partnership, with assistance from a variety of sources.

The Carthage Commitment is born out of that spirit. Open to Wisconsin families whose household income
is less than $65,000, it will cover tuition costs not covered by federal and state grant funds. Recipients will

have no out-of-pocket tuition costs to attend Carthage.

This program is open to all new incoming students who begin in fall 2025 or later.

Eligibility
« Be admitted to Carthage
o Submit the FAFSA
« Have a household income of less than $65,000
(Be PELL Eligible as determined by the FAFSA)
 Be a Wisconsin resident
« Have a high school GPA of 2.5 or above
o Be a member of an ELCA congregation in Wisconsin

What does the Carthage Commitment
cover?

The Carthage Commitment covers the cost of tuition for fall
and spring semesters and on-campus J-Term courses.

What isn’t included in the Carthage
Commitment?

Books, room and board, )-Term study tours, and parking are
not covered by the Carthage Commitment.

Do | have to take out the Stafford Loan

Nol! Through generous donors, your Stafford Loan of $5,500
would be covered. Your out-of-pocket cost to attend Carthage
for tuition would be zero.

How do I apply?

To be considered for the Carthage Commitment, students must
apply for admission to Carthage.. They must also submit the
FAFSA.. Applications are accepted anytime after completion

of junior year of high school. Not yet a senior or rising senior?
Join our mailing list.

When will | find out if | qualify?

Once we receive the FAFSA, we will notify students who are
eligible for the Carthage Commitment. Eligible students will be
awarded the grant if state and federal grants don't cover the full
cost of tuition.

Questions?

Call the Carthage Office of Admissions at 800-351-4058
or email admissions @carthage.edu.

Apply Online
carthage.edu/apply
Fee Waiver Code: ELCA




st johns christian

SJCP in the Summer

We are happy to have time to clean,
study, plan and prepare for the next
school year.

While our classrooms are quieter in the
summer, we know preschool children
are learning and growing every day -
in playgrounds and backyards, in the
company of family and caregivers, or

alone with a favorite toy or book.

We look forward to seeing current and
returning families at St John’s VBS

and Summer Stretch!

To our St John’s congregational

Registration for the
2025-26 School Year

St. John’s Christian Preschoolis currently
enrolling students for the 2025-2026
school year. It is not too late to register or
to refer a family to our preschool.

We invite you to visit our classrooms, meet
our teachers, and request information
to learn about the preschool experience!
Click on our logo in the St John’s website
to find more information and registration
materials.

Classes are limited to ten students each,
and are filled on a first-come-first-serve
basis. We learn a lot, have some fun, and
share God’s love!

Director: Nancy Hanson (715)-834-9571

family, we say thank you for your love,
encouragement, generosity and support
as we continue in shared ministry.

We had two sunny beautiful days for our
Spring Field Trip to the Public Library,
Olson’s Ice cream, and bubble/chalk play
in the Pablo courtyard!




Youth & Education Ministry

in the Park

treats, games, and
crafts after worship!

Pray and Play

Join us for storytelling,

\ VBS 2025 /
\ /

MONDAY JUNE 9 -THURSDAY JUNE 12 ;

% LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD A4
1120 12™ STREET, EAU CLAIRE, WI
i 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
I PLEASE BRING A WATER BOTTLE, AND WEAR
CLOTHES TO BE ACTIVE AND MESSY! A
SNACK WILL BE PROVIDED EACH DAY!
PARENTS AND FAMILIES ARE INVITED TO

JOIN US AT 11:30 AM ON THURSDAY FOR THE
VBS FINALE PROGRAM!
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Mission Trip Send-Off

A dedicated e-card will be sent
out with more information
about our mission trip send-
off when it is available. Keep
your eyes peeled!

0\)«\9\ INTSTRY

'EAU FREEDOM
i FUNRUN&FEST

Supporting Fierce Freedom:
“We believe in a world free of trafficking & exploitation”

= JULY 16, 2025
5]

S Pl =8 El Food Trucks FunRun
CARSON PARK Prize Drawings
Eau Claire EducationArea  Music

Kid's Activities
$15 Ages 12 & Under
$25 Ages 13 though adult

$75 Families of 4+

Register by June 25" to guarantee your t-shirt!

Summer Stretch Dates

June 18th & 25th
July 16th, 23rd & 30th
Valleyfair August 6th

If you are unable to make all of the
dates for Summer Stretch but still
want to participate, please reach out
to Amanda for more information!
amanda(@stjohns-ec.org

Congratulations Graduates!

<P ONSORS R@%&Eﬁlﬁ%@é PRECISION Kendyl Asmussen Nathan Kruschke
BLUE OX Ethan Christopherson Cory Suckerman
CEEmOSpSRTEE Hailey Cornell Gavin Tweet
s ot ot Daniel Cotton Lars Tweet
XL ANk " ,.\%@Giff’iﬁ!f&ﬁ’s = Amanda Dahl Zoey Wolfe




Church Council

President: Richard Freitag

Vice President: Dramus Peuse
Secretary: Karla Spies
Treasurer: Norb Kirk

Caring: Mary Spryer

Community & World: Louise Alt
Education: Stacy Kelly

Faith Family: Nancy Putnam
Seniors & Home Visitation: Larry Schaefer
Worship & Music: Richard Spryer
Youth: OPEN

At-Large: Jeff Putnam

At-Large: Greg Johnson

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

APRIL 2025 2024 2022-24

Average
Income 5 76,618 | S 38,629 | S 40,485
Expense 38,273 44,722 41,103
Surplus(Deficit) |5S 38,345 | S (6,093) | S (618)

YEAR-TO-DATE 2025 2024 i{:ifa-::
Income 193,015 164,586 161,465
Expense 146,317 170,581 157,027
Surplus(Deficit) 46,698 (5,995) 4,438

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Your Church Staff

Ministers: All the Congregation

Pastor: Pr. Christine Emerson

Music Director: Mark Lundin

CYF Director: Amanda Burkart

Nursery Attendant: Tyeanna Segura
Communications Coordinator: Lydia Elko
Organist: Linda Ranney

Administrative Assistant: Genny Gorton
Bookkeeper: Marlee Agner

Facility & Grounds Manager: David LaRose

Custodian: Tyeanna Segura

St. John’s Christian Preschool:
Nancy Hanson,Amanda Schroeder,

Amanda Downing, Bria Lindstrom

Trivia Corner

Ananias! Try saying that name 20 times fast....

Acts 9:17-18

10

Income Expense Surplus(Deficit)
April
2025 76,618 38,273 38,345
2024 38,629 44,722 (6,093)
Year-To-Date

2025

193,015

146,317

46,698

2024

164,586

170,581

(5,995)

2022-24 Average

161,465

157,027

4,438
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