
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 30, 2025; 9 a.m.   

   
 

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.) 

Prelude 

(Acolytes light the candles) 

 Linda Ranney 

Confession and Forgiveness (please stand) 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins.) 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 
 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

 

Compassionate One, 

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 

but our lives do not always reflect you 
and your love for the world. 

We do not show others the tender compassion 

you have shown to us. 

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality 

you grant to all people. 

We oppress others, 

even though you have set us free again and again. 
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 

Transform our lives 

and guide us again in the way of the cross. 

Amen. 
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Beloved in Christ, 

God’s arms are always stretched open wide 
to welcome the wandering ones home. 

In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. 

You have a place in God’s house forever. 
Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn 

ACS #1047; What is the World Like vs. 1, 2, 4 

 

1 What is the world like when God's will is done? 

 Mustard seeds grow more than we can conceive: 

 roots thread the soil; branches reach for the sun. 
 This is how God moves us each to believe. 

 

2 What is the world like when God's will is done? 

 Witness the wandering child coming home; 

 watch as the parent breaks into a run. 

 This is how God longs for us when we roam. 
 

4 What is the world like when God's will is done? 

 Ready for feasting, we watch through the night, 

 tending our lamps till the new day's begun. 

 This is how God readies us for the light. 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
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Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray. God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you 
embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments 

of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Reading: Joshua 5:9-12 

9 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 

Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10 While the Israelites were 

camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day 
of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11 On the day after the passover, on that 

very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched 

grain. 12 The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the 

Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that 

year. 

 
Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 

though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 

longer in that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18 All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 

ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 

message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God 

is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Time 

“Brown Bag” Sunday 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) 

ELW Setting 1; p. 103 

  

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 

to Jesus. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This 

fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this 
parable: 11b “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said 

to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ 

So he divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son 

gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered 

his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe 

famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he 

went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 

to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the 

pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he 

came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 

enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to 

my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 
your hired hands.” ’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still 

far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his 

arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best 

one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And 
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get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine 

was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to 
celebrate. 

  25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached 

the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and 

asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your 

father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and 

sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 

began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 

years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your 

command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 

celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has 

devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for 

him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that 

is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon (please sit) 

Pastor Christine Emerson  

 

Hymn of the Day (please stand) 

ELW #608; Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling 

 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

 calling for you and for me. 

 See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

 watching for you and for me. 
 

Refrain 

 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 

 You who are weary, come home." 

 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
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 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 

 
2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

 pleading for you and for me? 

 Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 

 

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

 promised for you and for me! 

 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 

ELW #178; Hear Our Prayer; after each petition 
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The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 
 
(Ushers collect offering. Begin at the back of the sanctuary on the inside aisle 
and collect as you move to the front and continue around to the outside aisle 
returning with the offering to the Gathering Area. One usher collects offering 
from balcony.) 
 

Offering (please sit) 

Our Father, We Have Wandered Text: Kevin Nichols, Music: Herzlich tut mich 

Verlangen by H.L. Hassler arr. J.S. Bach; St. John’s Choir 

 

Offertory (please stand – Acolytes receive the offering) 

ELW #185; Create In Me  

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from your presence, 

 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. Gracious Provider, 
you set your immense treasures among us, 
opening your heart to the world. 
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 
deepen our commitment to sharing those 
treasures with others, 
through our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 
 

Proper Preface 

Holy, Holy 
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Eucharistic Prayer  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

Invitation to the Table (please sit) 

All who are hungry, come! 
The feast of grace is spread. 
 
(Acolyte- comes forward for communion. The 2 ushers will go to the front of the 
Sanctuary and begin releasing worshippers to receive a wafer and wine.) 

Lamb of God 

 
 

Communion Hymn 

ELW #779; Amazing Grace 

 

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 

 was blind, but now I see. 
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2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 

the hour I first believed! 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares  

 I have already come; 

 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

 and grace will lead me home. 

 

4 The Lord has promised good to me; 

 his word my hope secures; 

 he will my shield and portion be 

 as long as life endures. 

 
5 When we've been there ten thousand years, 

 bright shining as the sun, 

 we've no less days to sing God's praise 

 than when we'd first begun. 

 

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

Let us pray. Generous Host, 

you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 

that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 

in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Benediction 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

Grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

In accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
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The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

The God of all grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn 

(Acolytes extinguish the candles) 

ELW #763; My Life Flows On in Endless Song vs. 1,2,4 

 

1 My life flows on in endless song; 
 above earth's lamentation, 

 I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 

 that hails a new creation. 

 

Refrain 

 No storm can shake my inmost calm 
 while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

 Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 

 how can I keep from singing? 

 

2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 

 I hear that music ringing. 

 It finds an echo in my soul. 
 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 

 a fountain ever springing! 

 All things are mine since I am his! 

 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

Sending 

Go in peace. Turn toward God’s abundance 

Thanks be to God. 
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Postlude 

Linda Ranney 

Altar Flowers 

In Memory of Tim Wolter by Vicki Wolter 

 

Serving at Worship Today 

Presider Pastor Christine Emerson 
Assistant Jean Jirovec 

Lector Margaret Kinderman 
Acolytes Elise Wallin, Gwyneth Wallin 
Ushers Mike Torud, Dave Benish 

Greeters Gary Kersten, Julie Kersten 
Communion Servers Penny Erickson, Cheryl Mattison, Rachel Torud, 

Diana Hogenson 
Media & Streaming Lydia Elko 

Screen Operator Lois Mai 
Musicians Linda Ranney, accompanist; Mark Lundin, Director 

of Music; St. John’s Choir 
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