Sunday, Dec. 22; 9:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.)

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude

2 = St John'’s

Lutheran Church

Carol of the Bells arr. Catherine Rollin; Norah Kelly and Kelly Carlson, piano

(Acolytes light the candles)
Advent Litany and Candle Lighting

ELW #257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel vs.1,5

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

At every beginning there is a yearning

for the one who is coming.
O Emmanuel],
Surprise us by your coming.

We gather together to let God’s good news

reorient our lives.
O Emmanuel,
Surprise us by your coming.

We wait for the day

when all the world will see the sign
that God is with us.

O Emmanuel,

Surprise us by your coming.



Sunday, Dec. 22; 9:00 a.m.

We are shocked by how God comes close,
even at this very moment.

O Emmanuel],

Surprise us by your coming.

Jesus, we welcome your presence now
with the lighting of these candles,
whose flames bring warmth to winter
and fill this place with the glow of hope.
Amen.

(An Acolyte lights four candles.)

5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant
grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive
you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Reading: Micah 5:2-5a

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth;
5aand he shall be the one of peace.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10

5> Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,
“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
6in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are
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offered according to the law), ? then he added, “See, I have come to do your
will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 19 And it is by
God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Time

Gospel Acclamation (please stand)
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Verse: Here I am, the servant | of the Lord; let it be with me according | to
your word.

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the first Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

26]n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 22But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 39The angel
said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 3*Mary
said to the angel, "How can this be, since [ am a virgin?" 3>The angel said to her,
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called
Son of God. 3¢And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
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conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God." 38Then Mary said, "Here
am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then
the angel departed from her.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily (please sit)

“After the Annunciation” - Pastor Christine Emerson

Hymn of the Day (please stand)
ELW #251; My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

1

My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;
[ sing my Savior's praise!

You looked upon my lowliness,

and I am full of grace.

Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age

this blessing shall proclaim—

great wonders you have done for me,
and holy is your name.

To all who live in holy fear

your mercy ever flows.

With mighty arm you dash the proud,
their scheming hearts expose.

The ruthless you have cast aside,

the lowly throned instead;

the hungry filled with all good things,
the rich sent off unfed.

To Israel, your servant blest,
your help is ever sure;

the promise to our parents made
their children will secure.

Sing glory to the Holy One,
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give honor to the Word,

and praise the Pow'r of the Most High,
one God, by all adored.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Petition: Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you.

(Ushers collect offering. Begin at the back of the sanctuary on the inside aisle
and collect as you move to the front and continue around to the outside aisle
returning with the offering to the Gathering Area. One usher collects offering
from balcony.)

Offering (please sit)

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus arr. Marianne Forman; St. John’s Choir

Offertory (please stand - Acolytes receive the offering)
ELW #253; He Came Down vs. 1, 3, 4

1 He came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
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he came down that we may have love;
hallelujah forevermore.

3 He came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have peace;
hallelujah forevermore.

4 He came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
he came down that we may have joy;
hallelujah forevermore.

Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Creator God,

you made the whole world,

even the farthest stars,

and you draw near to feed us.

We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine.
Strengthen us with this food

that we may live in expectation

for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from

the time of trial and deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Invitation to the Table (please sit)

God feeds us with tender mercy.
Come to the table.

(Acolyte- comes forward for communion. The 2 ushers will go to the front of the
Sanctuary and begin releasing worshippers to receive a wafer and wine.)
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Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn
ELW #263; Savior of the Nations, Come

1 Savior of the nations, come;
virgin's son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth:
God has chosen such a birth.

2 Not by human flesh and blood,
but the mystic Breath of God,
was the Word of God made flesh,
fruit of woman, blossom fresh.

3 Wondrous birth—oh, wondrous child—
from his throne, a virgin mild!
Very God, and Mary's son,
eager now his race to run!

4 From God's heart the Savior speeds,
back to God his pathway leads;
out to vanquish death's command,
back to reign at God's right hand.

10
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5 Now your manger, shining bright,
hallows night with newborn light.
Night cannot this light subdue;
let our faith shine ever new.

6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
virgin's son, incarnate Word!
To the holy Trinity
praise we sing eternally!

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand)

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

Let us pray. Generous God,

we thank you for the gift of life,

for the bread of salvation.

We thank you for coming among us,

for leading us into peace.

We thank you for showering us with mercy,
for sending us into the world.

Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us

as we feed the hungry in your name.

Amen.

Benediction

God of endings and beginnings,
God in the darkness and the light,
God, our hope for the journey,

++ bless and keep you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn
(Acolytes extinguish the candles)
ELW #260; The King Shall Come vs. 1, 2, 4

1 The King shall come when morning dawns

11
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and light triumphant breaks,

when beauty gilds the eastern hills
and life to joy awakes.

2 Not as of old a little child,
to bear and fight and die,
but crowned with glory like the sun
that lights the morning sky.

4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
shall dawn upon our race
the day when Christ in splendor comes,
and we shall see his face.

Sending

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Give Me Jesus; African American Spiritual arr. Mary McDonald
Karol Hommen, piano

Altar Flowers
In memory of Family and Friends by Ed and Jan Hanson

Chancel Flowers

In honor of Norah Kelly and Kelly Carlson playing the piano and in honor of
Stacy Kelly’s birthday by Paulette and Gary Carlson

12
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