
Sunday, Nov. 24; 9:00 a.m.  
Christ the King 

   
 

(An usher rings the church bell at 8:55 a.m.) 

Welcome and Announcements  

Jean Jirovec – Personnel Update 

Prelude 

(Acolytes light the candles) 

Linda Ranney 

Confession and Forgiveness 

(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins.) 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our refuge, our delight, our beginning 

and our end. Amen. 

 

Let us come in truth before the one who loves us 

and has freed us from our sin. 

 

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

 

Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 

we confess that sin has taken hold of us 

and we are complicit in its power. 

We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. 

Unbind us and set us free. 

Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 

that we may live just and generous lives 

for the good of your world 

and the care of our neighbors, 

following in the servant way of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

These words are trustworthy and true: 

Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
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swallowing up death forever. 

For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven 

and God remembers your sin no more. 

Let your heart be glad again, 

and rejoice in your salvation. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn 

ELW #435; Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending vs. 1, 3 

 

1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

 once for our salvation slain; 

 thousand thousand saints attending 

 join to sing the glad refrain: 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 

3 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 

 high on thine eternal throne; 

 Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 

 claim the kingdom as thine own. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

ACS Setting 12 

 

Canticle of Praise 

ACS Setting 12, vs. 1, 3 

(next page) 
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Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to 

be priest and sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, 

now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the glorious and 

gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Psalm 90 

Restless Is the Heart; adapted from Psalm 90:1-2, 4-6, 12-14; music by 

Bernadette Farrell 

Refrain (choir, then assembly) 

Restless is the heart until it comes to rest in you.  

All the earth, all the earth shall remember  

and return to our God. (x2) 

 

Verse 1 (solo): 

 Lord, you have been our refuge through all time,  

from one generation to the next;  

before the mountains were born, or the earth brought forth,  

you are God, without beginning or end. Refrain 

 

Verse 2 (choir): 

To your eyes a thousand years are like a day,  

no more than a watch in the night.  

You sweep us away like a dream,  

like the grass that springs green in the morning,  

but faded by night. Refrain 

 

Verse 3 (choir): 

Make us know our life’s shortness,  

make us know our life’s shortness  

that we may gain true wisdom of heart.  

In the morning, the morning,  

fill us with your love,  

fill us with your love. Refrain (final refrain choir only) 
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Reading: Revelation 1:4b-8 

4b Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 

and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, 

the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 

earth. 

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us 

to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 

 even those who pierced him; 

  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was 

and who is to come, the Almighty. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Time 

 

Gospel Acclamation (please stand) 

 

Gospel: John 18:28-40 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 18th Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

28Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in 

the morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid 

ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to 

them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this man?" 30They 

answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him 
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over to you." 31Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and judge him 

according to your law." The Jews replied, "We are not permitted to put anyone 

to death." 32(This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind 

of death he was to die.) 

 
33Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked 

him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your 

own, or did others tell you about me?" 35Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? 

Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have 

you done?" 36Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my 

kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 

from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from 

here." 37Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I 

am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to 

the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 38Pilate 

asked him, "What is truth?" 

 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no 

case against him. 39But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the 

Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" 40They 

shouted in reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon (please sit) 

“The Trial of the Universe”  - Pastor Christine Emerson 

 

Hymn of the Day (please stand) 

ACS #954; You, Lord Are Both Lamb and Shepherd vs. 1, 2, 4 

 

1 You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. 

 You, Lord, are both prince and slave. 

 You, peacemaker and sword-bringer 

 of the way you took and gave. 

 You, the everlasting instant; 

 you, whom we both scorn and crave. 
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2 Clothed in light upon the mountain, 

 stripped of might upon the cross, 

 shining in eternal glory, 

 beggared by a soldier's toss, 

 you, the everlasting instant; 

 you, who are both gift and cost. 

 

4 Worthy is our earthly Jesus! 

 Worthy is our cosmic Christ! 

 Worthy your defeat and vict'ry; 

 worthy still your peace and strife. 

 You, the everlasting instant; 

 you, who are our death and life. 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

Petition:   Merciful God, receive our prayer 
 

The Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
And also with you. 
 
(Ushers collect offering. Begin at the back of the sanctuary on the inside aisle 
and collect as you move to the front and continue around to the outside aisle 
returning with the offering to the Gathering Area. One usher collects offering 
from balcony.) 
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Offering (please sit) 

The King Shall Come (ELW 260); Frank Larrabee, bass and alto ocarina; St. 

John’s Choir 

Offertory (please stand – Acolytes receive the offering at this time) 

ELW #441; Oh Happy Day When We Shall Stand vs. 1,4 

1 Oh, happy day when we shall stand 

 amid the heav'nly throng; 

 and sing with hosts from ev'ry land 

 the new celestial song, 

 the new celestial song. 

 

4 O Lord, your grace is ev'rything; 

 your love has made us free 

 to stand among the saints and sing 

 the glory that we see, 

 the glory that we see. 

 

Offertory Prayer 

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name. 
Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Proper Preface 

Holy, Holy 

 

Eucharistic Prayer  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Invitation to the Table (please sit) 

(Acolyte- comes forward for communion. The 2 ushers will go to the front of the 
Sanctuary and begin releasing worshippers to receive a wafer and wine.) 
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Lamb of God 

 

Communion Hymn 

ELW #434; Jesus Shall Reign 

 

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

 does its successive journeys run; 

 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 

 and praises throng to crown his head; 

 his name like sweet perfume shall rise 

 with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 

 

3 People and realms of ev'ry tongue 

 dwell on his love with sweetest song; 

 and infant voices shall proclaim 

 their early blessings on his name. 

 

4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 

 the pris'ners leap to lose their chains, 

 the weary find eternal rest, 

 and all who suffer want are blest. 
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5 Let ev'ry creature rise and bring 

peculiar honors to our king; 

 angels descend with songs again, 

 and earth repeat the loud amen. 

 

Post-Communion Blessing & Prayer (please stand) 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

Let us pray. Faithful God, 

you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 

in the body and blood of your Son. 

Now send us out to labor with you, 

in service to the world you have made, 

and among the people you have made your home, 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Benediction 

The Ancient One, enthroned, 

the Crucified One, now risen, 

the Indwelling One, poured out, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

(Acolytes extinguish the candles) 

ELW #660; Lift High the Cross vs. 1,3,4 

 

Refrain 

 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
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4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

 

Sending 

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Linda Ranney 

Altar Flowers 

In memory of brother Dick Carlson & brother-in-law John Ayres by Paulette & 

Gary Carlson 

Serving at Worship Today 

Presider – Pastor Christine Emerson 
Assistant – Cora Klawiter 
Lector – Linda LaFave 
Acolytes – Claire Ernster, Norah Kelly 
Ushers – Larry Schaefer, Randy Lundblad 
Greeters – Bryan Sedlander, Lynn Yolitz 
Communion Servers – Stacy Kelly, Kathy Freitag, Cheryl Mattison, Cheryl Stage 
Camera System – Scott Olsen  
Power Point – Brett Isaacson 
Opportunities Bulletin – Frank Larrabee 
Musicians – Frank Larrabee, flugelhorn, bass & alto ocarina, trumpet; Linda 
Ranney, organ/piano; Mark Lundin, piano, director; St. John’s Choir;  
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