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 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
April 14, 2024   -   9:00 a.m. 

Third Sunday of Easter 
____________________________________________________ 

Welcome & Announcements 
(An usher rings the church bells 5 minutes before church service starts) 
 
Prelude – Linda Ranney 
(Acolyte -When music starts light candles) 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism (Please Stand) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and 
our joy. Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has 
done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice 
thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve 
beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood 
into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your 
boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the 
floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We 
rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen 
Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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Gathering Hymn “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” ELW#377 v.1, 2, 4, 5 
1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 
Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
2 Walking the way, Christ in the center telling the story to open our eyes; 
 breaking our bread, giving us glory: Jesus our blessing, our constant 

surprise.  Refrain 
 
4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: death put asunder, and Easter is 

bright. Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! Clothe us in wonder, adorn us 
in light.  Refrain 

 
5 City of God, Easter forever, golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
 river of life, saints and archangels, sing with creation to God the I AM!  

Refrain 
 
Apostolic Greeting     
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day    
Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you 
adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may 
live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Canticle of Praise “Let All The Earth” Psalm 66; Music by Marty Haugen

 
Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 (Please Sit) 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has 
not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 
be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away 
sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who 
sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Time  
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Gospel Acclamation “O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing” ELW#386 v.8 

(Please stand)  

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

8 How blest are they who have not seen, and yet whose faith has constant 

been, for they eternal life shall win. Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th Chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 
your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 
have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 44Then he said to them, “These 
are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon Rev. Eric Nielsen (Please Sit) 
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Hymn of the Day “I Come With Joy” ELW#482 v.1-3, 5 
1 I come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free, the life of Jesus to 

recall in love laid down for me, in love laid down for me. 
 
2 I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, the new 

community of love in Christ's communion bread, in Christ's communion 
bread. 

 
3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. The 

love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are friends, and 
strangers now are friends. 

 
5 Together met, together bound by all that God has done, we'll go with joy, to 

give the world the love that makes us one, the love that makes us one. 
 
Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 
Petition: God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living 
Lord. Amen. 
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The Peace  
(Ushers collect offering. Begin at the back of the sanctuary on the inside aisle 
and collect as you move to the front and continue around to the outside aisle 
returning with the offering to the Gathering Area. One usher collects offering 
from balcony.) 
 
Offering – “Two Were Bound for Emmaus” Text based on Luke 24, John 
21; Music: KENMARE; Bob Hurd; arr. by Craig S. Kingsbury 
(Acolyte will collect the offering from the ushers to place on the altar during 
Offertory) 
 
(Observe a time of silence and reflection) 
 
Offertory “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” ELW#207 
(Please stand)    

 
 
Offertory Prayer   
Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts 
that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your 
witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise...we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:  
Holy, Holy, Holy ELW#191 

 
Eucharistic Prayer & Words of Institution 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
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Invitation to Table (Please Sit) 
(Acolyte- comes forward for communion. The 2 ushers will go to the front of the 
Sanctuary and begin releasing worshippers to receive a wafer and wine.) 
Lamb of God ELW#195 

 
Communion Hymn “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” ELW#470 v.1-3 
1 Draw us in the Spirit's tether, for when humbly in your name two or 

three are met together, you are in the midst of them. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Touch we now your garment's hem. 
 
2 As disciples used to gather in the name of Christ to sup, then with 

thanks to God the giver break the bread and bless the cup, Alleluia! 
Alleluia! so now bind our friendship up. 

 
3 All our meals and all our living make as sacraments of you, that by 

caring, helping, giving, we may be disciples true. Alleluia! Alleluia! We 
will serve with faith anew. 

 
Post Communion Blessing (Please stand) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer  
Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and 
nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim 
your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and 
friend. Amen. 
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Blessing 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of 

Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn “This Joyful Eastertide” ELW#391 v. 1, 3 
(Acolyte – Extinguish candles) 
1 This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow! My love, the Crucified, 
 has sprung to life this morrow. 
 
Refrain 

Had Christ, who once was slain, not burst his three-day prison, our faith 
had been in vain. But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen, arisen. 

 
3 Death's flood has lost its chill since Jesus crossed the river. Lover of 

souls, from ill my passing soul deliver.  Refrain 
 
Sending 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude – Linda Ranney 
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Serving at worship today:   
Pastor – Christine Emerson & Rev. Eric Nielsen 
Lector – Brandi Fuchs 
Acolytes – Norah Kelly, Emily Christopherson 
Ushers – Sam Pederson, Mike Torud 
Greeters – Brian Wagner, Dramus Peuse 
Communion Servers – Cheryl Mattison, Rachel Torud, Cheryl Stage, Stacy Kelly 
Camera System – Scott Olsen 
Power Point- Brett Isaacson 
Musicians- Linda Ranney, organ/piano; Mark Lundin, cantor; St. John’s Choir 


